Harding University

Scholar Works at Harding
John Allen Chalk: Personal Correspondence

John Allen Chalk

1-19-1966

To: Thomas A. Loney
John Allen Chalk

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hst-chalk-personal
Recommended Citation
Chalk, J. A. (1966). To: Thomas A. Loney. Retrieved from https://scholarworks.harding.edu/hst-chalk-personal/5360

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the John Allen
Chalk at Scholar Works at Harding. It has been accepted for inclusion in
John Allen Chalk: Personal Correspondence by an authorized
administrator of Scholar Works at Harding. For more information, please
contact scholarworks@harding.edu.

THOMAS A. LONEY
Southwest Church of Christ

4011 West Bellfort

HOUSTON, ri;xAS 77025

January 19, 1966

Mr. John Allen Chalk
Minister
Broad Street Church of Christ
P. 0. Box 574
Cookeville, Tennessee
Dear John Allen:
I'm still supercharged from that Nashville experience, aren't you:?
Thank you from the depths of my heart for whatever you had to do
with seeing that I was invited. I just know that this is the beginning
of great things in the church, and I pray that I'm included in on the
next session.
After your telephone call last week, I have done much praying and
considerable talking with my eldership. My mind and heart are
still in a bit of a whirl, but here is my analysis of the situation:
I feel perhaps now as never before in many, many months that
Southwest is beginning to really come alive spiritually. There's
a new spirit of commitment and concern that is exciting the main
part of the congregation. I feel that even though my preaching has
drawn some negative comments from a few members and
occasionally disturbs the eldership that this probably is nothing
more than the tension that we must have to grow.
We have just begun our Child Care work which can easily grow
to a $25,000 a year program and considerably more. We have
just reorganized the work structure of the church, putting most of
the execution of the program in the hands of the deacons where I
feel that it belongs. For the first time the eldership will be free
to be shepherds in a true sense. There is excitement about new
evangelistic prospects, such as concentration on the unique
problem of the thousands of apartments near our building. We are
losing by transfer many of our good members, but with a topflight program I feel that our loss will be quickly made up .
Number-wise, attendance in classes and church is doing well and
contribution is above budget at this time.
All of which says that maybe things are beginning to jell as I had
hoped they would. Last night following a business meeting
several of the elders dropped by the office to express their concern that I might leave and to assure me that they were in total
agreement about my staying.
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The church at Cookeville sounds more than just a little
exciting to me, and I feel honored to be considered to follow
a man of your talent and reputation. But I feel for the good
of the church here which I love that I can't leave right now.
I would enjoy getting acquainted with Cookeville by way of a
meeting or lectureship, if that fits in with your scheduling
there.
I'm looking forward to more time together with you, and I
wish you the richest blessings in your most difficult assignment in Abilene. I hope that you can carry the spirit of the
retreat to the radio program!
Thank you again so much for the consideration. Words can't
convey my appreciation to you and your eldership for thinking
about me. When you come to Houston, you must take time to
drop by Southwest.
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